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introduction

feathered raptor
plush pattern updateplush pattern update

This expansion is meant to work alongside the Carnivore 
Dinosaur Plush Sewing Pattern from Sew Desu Ne? It 
provides additional pieces for the raptor to make it a more 
technically accurate feathered version. You could also use it to 
make an Archaeopteryx.
It replaces the arms with wings, adds new body markings, and 
feathers for the tail and head.

wings instead 
of arms

two wing 
styles

feather 
body 

markings

head 
feathers

tail 
feathers
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the pattern pieces

assembling the pattern
To print the pattern, set your computer to print pages 14-16. If you’re unfamiliar with printing and 
assembling a .pdf pattern, read the steps below.

1

4

2

5

3

6

print the pattern
At the print dialog box, check the 
box that says print at “Actual Size” or 
100%. Any other selection (such as 
“Fit to page”) will distort the pattern 
so it’s slightly larger or smaller and 
we don’t want that.

trim the margins
Your printer will likely have a margin 
that ensures your image doesn’t 
print to the very edge. Trim off this 
blank margin edge. This will give you 
pages that overlap during assembly. 
If you trim across the gray outline 
boxes, this will give you pages that 
don’t overlap but rather butt against 
each other.

measure the test square
Print the first page of the pattern. 
Measure the test square to be sure 
it matches the dimensions printed 
in the pattern. If it’s smaller than the 
printed size, increase your printer 
settings. If it’s larger, decrease the 
printer settings.

align the sheets
To line up the pattern pages, match 
up the corresponding diamond 
shapes. Each diamond will have 
a letter, so it’s simply a matter of 
matching A1 to A2, B3 to B4 and so 
on. The faint gray lines indicate the 
border of every page, you can line 
those up as well. When the diamond 
goes together, tape it in place.

assemble the pages
Print the remaining pages needed 
for the pattern. Gather your total 
pages and check the upper corner to 
be sure to you’ve collected them all. 

cut the pattern
You can trace the patterns onto a 
different paper, or you can also just 
cut them straight from the printer 
paper -- be sure that each piece is 
fully taped together along the joins 
so they don’t fall apart when you cut 
them.
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cutting the fabric

cutting the fabric
With your supplies gathered and your pattern printed, you can finally move onto cutting your fabric. 
If you’re unfamiliar with the procedure, see the steps here. Also check out the cutting layout for an 
at-a-glance view of how your pieces should look.

1 2 3 4
place the pattern
Place pattern on the fabric, 
and make sure the stretch 
line matches the stretch 
of the fabric. The nap line 
should go in the direction 
of the fur.

pin the pattern
Pin the pattern in place, 
use pattern weights, or 
trace the outline of the 
pattern with a washable 
marker.

cut the pattern
Using the paper as a 
template, cut out the 
fabric. Cut the required 
amount according to the 
pattern.

clean up the fur
If using a fluffy or furry 
fabric, shake away the 
excess fluff before starting 
to sew.

cutting layout: new feather pieces 

¼
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part 1: the new appliquepart 1: the new applique
The new feathered raptor update includes templates to decorate the body with markings that 
resemble smooth feathers. You have the option to use these for the body (B6) and outer leg 
(B8) if you like.

a. If you would like additional markings for your dinosaur’s body, you can also add them now. 
Trace the templates from the paper pattern like with the face pieces. Then apply them to your body 
(B6) and outer leg pieces (B8) using the photos to roughly help with placement.

b. You can also add accent feathers to the wing pieces (B19 or B20).

1. fuse the body markings

add 
feather 

markings

add accent 
feathers to 

wings
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part 2: the head featherspart 2: the head feathers
The new feathered raptor has a series of feathers 
along the top of the head forming a crest. The largest 
one (B17) is sewn into the forehead of the raptor. 
While the two small ones (B18) are hand sewn on 
either side after the head is sewn and stuffed. 
Begin sewing the new feather pieces before the 
raptor head is complete (around step 11).

a. Grab your large and small head feathers (B17 & B18). Take two of them and align them with 
right sides facing and raw edges matching up.

b. The corners of the feathers can get a little detailed, so you may want to trace the seam line from the 
paper pattern for the most accuracy. Trim away the seam allowance from the template, then use it to 
trace the feathers onto the wrong side of the fabrics.

c. Sew the feather pieces together, but leave an opening for turning along the bottom as indicated by 
the paper pattern.

2. sew the head feathers

trace 
seam 

line from 
paper 

pattern

leave open for turning
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3. turn & top stitch the head feathers
a. Trim the excess seam allowance 

at the inner corners between the 
feathers. This will increase flexibility 
and reduce bulk when the pieces 
are turned next.

b. Turn the pieces right side out 
through the openings you left in 
the bottom. Define the points with a 
chopstick or similar turning tool.

c. The feathers also have some extra 
top stitching lines for more detail. 
If you wish to add them, begin 
by transferring the lines using 
the same method in the previous 
step. Trim away the pattern along 
the lines, then use it as a tracing 
template on the pieces.

d. Sew the feathers along the traced 
lines to complete the top stitching.

aa bb

cc dd

trim around 
inner corners 

& curves

turn right side out

trace top 
stitching lines sew 

along 
traced 
lines

a. Grab the front of your raptor’s head so far. Take your large 
feather piece (B17) and align the open edge centered along the top 
edge of your forehead (B2). 

b. Baste the feathers to the top edge of your raptor’s head within the seam allowance to hold it in place 
for future steps. The remaining small feathers (B18) will be sewn to the head by hand after the 
rest of the plush is complete. So you can now sew the rest of the main body and head as usual.

4. baste the large head feathers
center large feathers 

onto forehead
baste within seam 

allowance basting:
A form of temporary 
sewing meant to hold 
pieces in place. A long 
stitch length is often 
used for this reason. The 
finished result is not meant 
to be seen and sometimes 
is even removed later 
(depending on your 
project).
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a. After the raptor head is sewn, stuffed, and attached to the body, you can finish attaching the 
remaining head feathers. Grab your sewn small head feathers (B18) from before. Make sure the 
seam allowances in the opening are tucked inside. Then line it up in front of the attached large 
head feathers from before (B17). The bottom edges should be parallel. This piece is about ½” away 
from the center, but you could arrange it differently if you like.

b. Ladder stitch each side of the feather to the head of the raptor.
c. Take your remaining small feather piece and attach it behind the large feather piece in the same 

manner. This completes the feathered head crest.

5. attach the head feathers
align 

feathers onto 
forehead

ladder stitch 
along edge

repeat 
on back 
of head
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part 3: the wingspart 3: the wings
The feathered raptor has wings (B19 or B20) to swap out for the arms (B12). There are two 
styles of wings, an open wing that works best for wings that are open wide and a bent wing 
that looks more like a wing in a relaxed pose.

open 
wings 
(B19) bent 

wings 
(B20)

a. Grab your raptor wing 
pieces (B20 or B21). Take one 
with the appliqued feathers 
and one blank one. Align 
them with right sides facing 
and the raw edges matching 
up.

b. The corners of the feathers 
can get a little detailed, 
so you may want to trace 
the seam line from the 
paper pattern for the most 
accuracy. Trim away the seam allowance from the template, then use it to trace the feathers onto the 
wrong side of the fabrics.

6. sew the wings

trace seam line 
from paper pattern



10 sewing the plushfeathered raptor update

sew desu ne?
| www.cholyknight.com |

// ©2022 Choly Knight // Items sewn using this pattern may be sold. Credit to “Choly Knight” or “Sew Desu Ne?” is appreciated. 
You may not reproduce, share, freely distribute, or sell this pattern as your own in digital or printed form.

a. Sew the wings together along the traced lines. But leave an opening for turning near the shoulder 
(as indicated by the paper pattern) for turning the wing later.

b. Trim the excess seam allowance at the inner corners between the feathers. This will increase 
flexibility and reduce bulk when the pieces are turned next.

c. Turn the pieces right side out through the openings you left in the shoulder. Define the points with a 
chopstick or similar turning tool.

a. The wings (B20 or B21) have extra top stitching lines in order to create an “arm” area that will 
provide stability. Transfer the top stitching lines similar to the feathers from before in step 6. Cut 
along the lines on the paper pattern, then use it as a tracing guide.

b. Sew along the traced lines to complete the top stitching.
c. Stuff the top edge of the wing through the opening and fill up the arm area. This will provide some 

stability to the wing when it’s attached to the body next.

7. turn the wings

8. sew the arm top stitching

trim seam 
allowance at 

corners

turn 
right side 

out

leave 
open for 
turning

trace top 
stitching lines

sew 
along 
traced 
lines

stuff 
arm area
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a. Ladder stitch the opening in the wing (B20 or B21) closed.
b. Align the wing onto the body of your raptor so far. Take the 

rounded shoulder area and align it over the body so the tips of 
the wings are pointing forward. The ones shown here are placed 
about 3/8”-1/2” below the neck, but there are arm placement 
guides on the paper pattern for extra help as well.

c. If you’re using the open wing, you may want to attach it so it’s 
outstretched. If that’s the case, align the shoulder against the 
body so the wing tips point out to the side.

d. Ladder stitch the arm to the body around the shoulder.

9. attach the wing

ladder 
stitch closed

align wing 
onto body attach 

with wings 
pointing out

ladder 
stitch around 

shoulder

open wing:
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part 4: the tail featherspart 4: the tail feathers
The feathered raptor has new tail feathers (B21) 
that are attached around the tip of the tail after the 
rest of the body is sewn and stuffed.

a. Grab your tail feather pieces (B21). Align them with right sides facing and the raw edges matching 
up.

b. The corners of the feathers can get a little detailed, so you may want to trace the seam line from the 
paper pattern for the most accuracy. Trim away the seam allowance from the template, then use it to 
trace the feathers onto the wrong side of the fabrics.

c. Sew the pieces together along the traced lines. But leave an opening for turning near the inner 
curve (as indicated by the paper pattern) for turning the piece later.

10. sew the tail feathers
trace seam 
line from 

paper pattern

leave open 
for turning
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a. Trim the excess seam allowance at the inner corners between the feathers. This will increase 
flexibility and reduce bulk when the pieces are turned next.

b. Turn the pieces right side out through the openings you left in the inner curve. Define the points 
with a chopstick or similar turning tool.

c. Tuck the seam allowances from the opening inside, then ladder stitch the tail feathers closed.

11. turn the tail feathers
trim seam 

allowance at 
corners

turn 
right 

side out

ladder 
stitch closed

a. Grab your raptor body. Take 
the inner curve of the tail 
and align it around the tail of 
your raptor. Stick pins into 
the edge of the feathers and 
through the tail to hold the 
piece in place.

b. Then ladder stitch the 
feathers in place around 
both sides to secure it.

12. attach the tail feathers

wrap 
feathers 
around 

tail

ladder 
stitch to 

tail
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FEATHER BODY 

MARKINGS
applique
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