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the big 
shopping bag

difficulty:

before you begin:

makes:

materials & tools
•	 Matching	sewing	thread
•	 Basic	sewing	tools	(sewing	machine,	

scissors,	iron,	needles,	pins,	fabric	
marker,	seam	ripper)	

•	 1	yd.	of	light	to	medium	weight	
fabric	for	outer	bag	(I	used	quilting	
cotton)

•	 1/2	yd.	of	complementing	vinyl
•	 3/4	yd.	of	non-directional	or	1	1/4	

yds.	of	directional	lightweight	fabric	
for	lining

•	 1/2	yd.	of	cotton	quilt	batting
•	 1/3	yd.	of	45”	wide	light	to	medi-

um-weight	fusible	interfacing

one bag that’s 19” wide, 16” tall, and 4” deepA pretty basic bag, but if you’re not used to vinyl that 
might be a bit tricky.

This project is a basic tote, but in an extra large size. With added vinyl 
bottom and sides, as well as a front pocket and wide straps, it makes it 
perfect for hauling loads of groceries and other shopping.

3. Lay out the pattern pieces on your 
fabric/batting and cut them out

4. Mark the fabric pieces with the guidelines 
from the pattern

1. Print out the project pattern, pages 11-22
2. Assemble the pattern pieces by lining up 

the page markings (A1 to A2, B3 to B4, 
and so on)
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Before adding anything 
else we need to make the 
front pocket for the bag. 

Take your pocket piece and 
fold it in half widthwise with 

wrong sides together. Top stitch 
the edge of this fold, not only for 
looks but it really helps vinyl stay 
in place much more than any 
ironing could do.

Baste this to the front 
of your bag. The front of 
your bag should consist 

of one bag front piece with 
its corresponding batting piece 

(for extra heft). Treat those 
two layers as one and baste 
the pocket along the sides and 
bottom while centered along the 
bottom edge of the front.
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Next up are the handles. 
They’re rather long, really, 
so to make them all fit 
within the yardage you’ll 
need to cut three handle 
pieces (as the pattern indicates). 
Chain them together by sewing 
together the short edges into 
one really long strip, then cut the 
strip in half to make two handles 
for each side of the bag. Cut out 
your interfacing now, getting as 
long of a strip as you can from 
your interfacing following the 
pattern, but if you have to chain 
them together (as the pattern 
notes indicate), that works too. 
Iron your fusible interfacing to 
the center of the handle as 
shown.

To assemble the handles, 
fold under each long edge 
by 1/2” (against the inter-
facing), then fold the entire 
handle in half lengthwise with 
wrong sides together.
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To finish the handle, edge 
stitch along both sides of 
the handle. Repeat this 

with the other handle as 
well.

To apply the handles to 
your bag, line it up so it’s 
centered over the sides of 

your pocket from step 2. 
The raw edges should meet 

at the bottom of the bag front, 
and the handle should extend 
over the top of the bag. Pin the 
handle in place, but only baste it 
along the bottom, don’t sew it in 
place just yet. Repeat this with 
the other side (remember to use 
a layer of fabric with a layer of 
batting as your bag back). You 
won’t have a pocket there, but 
you can use the pattern guide-
lines to help you out instead.
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Next up is to add the 
bottom of the bag. Line up 
the vinyl piece along the 
bottom of the front section, 
matching up the edges. Sew 
along this edge, then repeat this 
with the other side of the vinyl 
and the back of the bag.

With both sides of the 
bottom sewn, I added a bit 
of edge stitching around 
the finished seam. If you’re 
using vinyl like me, you’ll see 
this makes the vinyl stay put 
much better than ironing.
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Up next is the sides. This 
lines up with the side of 
the bag front, starting from 

the top and ending about 2” 
into the bottom piece. As long 

as the top is lined up perfectly 
you know you’ve got it right.

Repeat this with the other 
side of the bag by bringing 
up the bag back and lining 

it up with the other raw 
edge on the side piece. Line 

it up from the top down and 
it should leave a 4” gap at the 
bottom as shown. When both 
sides are sewn, I finished it off 
with more edge stitching.
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To form the corner, turn 
the bag inside out and line 
up the bottom edge of the 
side with the side edge of 
the bottom piece. The edges 
should line up relatively evenly, 
especially if you flatten them out. 
Sew along this edge.

Onto the lining! The lining is 
essentially the same as the 
outside, except assembled 
a little more simply. Line up 
the front and back pieces with 
right sides facing and sew the 
sides and bottom together, skip-
ping over the corners. Be sure to 
leave an opening in the bottom 
for turning right side out later.
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And back to the corners 
again! The corners of the 
lining are sewn by folding 

the bag at a diagonal to 
match up the side seams 

with the bottom seam. When 
the edges match up, sew them 
together.

That completes your lining! 
Now to add it to the outer 
bag. Nestle the lining into 

the outer bag and match up 
the upper raw edges. Be sure 

to move the handles out of the 
way so you have a clear path to 
sew the upper edge, then sew 
around the top.
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Turn the bag right side 
out through the opening 
in the lining, then sew the 
lining closed with either a 
hand sewn ladder stitch or a 
machine stitch. Press the top 
edge nice and crisp. To complete 
the bag, this is where you finally 
sew on the handles. Repin the 
handles so they now go through 
the lining, and then edge stitch 
the handles in place going up to 
the top of the bag. Now your 
handles are in place and the 
lining will stay put as well. To 
complete, do a final topstitch 
around the upper edge of the 
bag.
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LINING
Cut 2 on fold of lining fabric

½” seam allowance
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POCKET
Cut 1 on fold of vinyl
½” seam allowance
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BOTTOM
Cut 1 on fold of vinyl
½” seam allowance
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POCKET
Cut 1 on fold of vinyl
½” seam allowance
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HANDLES
Cut 3 on fold of outer fabric

Cut 3 on fold of interfacing (sans seam allowances)
½” seam allowance
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