engineer’s pouch

a sewing pattern by

engineer’s pouch
sewing tutorial

engineer’s
pouch

This pouch is a steampunk-inspired project, something that would be a
great accessory with any steampunk outfit. It snaps onto one’s belt, and
includes a turnlock closure. It also features optional gear applique motifs,
and has a bit of depth from a gusset sewn into the bottom.

difficulty :

makes :

It’s a small, straightforward project, but the gusset and
turn-lock might give newbies a bit of trouble.

materials

one pouch that is 8” wide, 9” tall,
and 2” deep

& tools

• 1/3 yd. of medium to heavyweight
fabric for main pouch (denim or
canvas would be perfect – I used
interfaced twill)
• 1/3 yd. of lightweight fabric for lining
(I used quilting cotton)
• 1” turn-lock closure
• Two 1/2” metal snaps
• Appliqué supplies:
• 8” x 15” scrap of appliqué fabric
for gears (cotton, felt, or flannel
would work fine)
• 8” x 15” scrap of light or heavyweight fusible web

• Matching sewing thread
• Basic sewing tools (sewing machine,
scissors, iron, needles, pins, fabric
marker, seam ripper)

before you begin :
1. Print out the project pattern, pages
11-14
2. Assemble the printed pattern pieces
3. Lay out the pattern pieces on your
fabric and cut them out
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4. Mark the fabric pieces with the guidelines from the pattern
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First up is appliquéing
the gears on the pouch
and flap. I ironed them
in place with lightweight
fusible web and sewed them
with a zigzag stitch around the
edges according to the pattern
guidelines, but you could also use
heavyweight fusible web and skip
the sewing altogether.
After this, trim off the excess
appliqué fabric that’s hanging
over the edge.
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If your fabric is a little
flimsy like mine, this is
where you’ll want to fuse
the interfacing to the back.

I opted for some fusible quilt
batting to get the stability I
wanted. I trimmed off the seam
allowances to reduce bulk.
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Next is to sew the gusset
along the bottom of the
pouch. Line up one long
side of the gusset along
the bottom of the pouch
piece.  Start sewing at the circle
markings along the gusset pieces
to make sewing up the other
side much easier. Match up the
square markings at the upper
corners while at the bottom
corners you’ll need to pivot
the gusset fabric. With all this
in mind, you should be able to
fit the gusset piece along the
bottom edge of the pouch as
the photo shows.

When you’ve finished that
seam, it looks much better
for the finished product to
give it some definition. Trim
the seam allowances at the
corners and turn the fabric right
side out. Give the seam a good
press, then edge stitch along the
seam from the right side so it
stands out nicely.
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Now go back and repeat
steps 2 and 3 with the
other pouch piece and
the remaining side of the
pouch gusset. When you finish
it should look something like this.
The bottom gusset tucks nicely
in between the front and back
of the pouch, popping out just
when it gets full.
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With the bottom of the
pouch all complete, you
can move onto the sides.
Simply line up the side
edges with right sides together
and sew up until you get to the
corner where the gusset starts,
making a neat little Y-seam. At
this point you’ll want to go back
and repeat steps 2, 4, and 5 for
the lining pieces, remembering to
leave an opening in the side of
the lining during step 5 so you
can turn the pouch right side out
later.
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Next up is the flap :D As
you can see, I fused some
fleece interfacing to one of
my flap pieces, but that’s
completely up to you. To get
the flap done, simply layer the
two pieces together with right
sides facing and sew them along
the sides and bottom, leaving the
top straight edge free for turning
the flap right side out. Then, trim
the seam allowances, turn the
flap right side out, and iron it nice
and flat.

I did a little edge stitch
around the bottom edge
of my flap so it stays
looking crisp ^-^
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Next I did the straps, which
are very straightforward.
Simply fold them in half
with right sides together
and sew down one edge and
along the pointed end. Leave the
straight end open for turning the
strap right side out. Then you’ll
want to trim the seam allowances, turn the strap right side
out, and press it flat.
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Once again, I did a little
edge stitch around the
turned edge of my strap
so it looks pretty :D

engineer’s pouch
sewing tutorial

11

With your flap and straps
done, you can now baste
them to the top edge of
your pouch. You’ll want to
start with the straps – baste
the raw end to the top edge of
the pouch back piece where the
pattern guidelines indicate.
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With all the extra stuff
basted on, you can then
sew the top seam of your
pouch. Nestle your main
pouch into the pouch lining
with right sides facing and line up
the top raw edge. Then sew all
the way around the perimeter so
the opening is all joined up like in
the photo.
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With all the extra stuff
basted on, you can then
sew the top seam of your
pouch. Nestle your main
pouch into the pouch lining
with right sides facing and line up
the top raw edge. Then sew all
the way around the perimeter so
the opening is all joined up like in
the photo.
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Turn your pouch right side
out from the opening in
the side of your lining and
press the top seam nice
and flat. To keep it looking
crisp and neat, I edge stitched
along that top seam. Be sure to
open out the straps and flap so
they don’t get in the way as you
do your topstitching.
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Your pouch is now pretty
much done! All that’s left
is to add the hardware.
First up is the turn-lock
closure. Install the lock part of
the turn-lock on the pouch front
according to the pattern guidelines, then install the opening on
the flap.
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Lastly you can install the
snaps on the strap parts
^-^ To get the right placement, you’ll want to install
the socket end on the bottom
front of the straps, the prong on
the top front, and the cap part
of the snap on the top back of
the straps. This will ensure that
your straps fold over and snap
together correctly with the cap
facing outward. Now go suit up
with your tools because YOU’RE
DONE!
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turn-lock
placement

Cut 2 of main fabric
Cut 2 of lining fabric
½” seam allowance

POUCH
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applique placement

atrap placement

strap placement

Pg. 1/4

A1 A2

B1 B2

opening for turning (lining only)

/4

A1 A2

Pg. 2/4

snap
placement

Engineer’s Pouch
P A T T E R N
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STRAPS

Cut 2 of main fabric
½” seam allowance

snap
placement

B3 B4

B1 B2

Pg. 3/4
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GUSSET

Cut 1 of main fabric
Cut 1 of lining fabric
½” seam allowance

C1 C2

turn-lock
placement

applique placement
Cut 2 of main fabric
½” seam allowance

FLAP
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B3 B4

/4

C1 C2

GEAR APPLIQUE
Cut 2

Pg. 4/4

