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tetris
pincushions

These simple cube pincushions are made to look like Tetris blocks from
the video game of the same name. The pattern can easily be enlarged
for plushies or pillows.

difficulty :

makes :

These are made with only straight lines, but there’s a
bit of hand sewing and also working with sharp corners
which might not be great for newbies.

materials

one pincushion that’s 4” wide, 4”
tall, and 2” deep (depending on
which block configuration you
make)

& tools

• ¼ yd. of light weight fabric (broadcloth or linen would work – I used
quilting cotton)
• Batting
• Matching sewing thread
• Basic sewing tools (sewing machine,
scissors, iron, needles, pins, fabric
marker, seam ripper)

before you begin :
1. Print out the project pattern, page 8
-- page 9 is just for reference
2. Lay out the pattern pieces on your
fabric and cut them out
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3. Mark the fabric pieces with the guidelines from the pattern
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Before we begin, you
should know that the least
headache inducing way of
sewing a cube is to sew only
to each corner of the cube,
and don’t sew over the seam
allowances. The pattern guideline
has circles at each corner of the
squares that form the cubes.
For each sewing step, only sew
from circle to circle for the best
results. Hopefully you’ll see how
it helps as you progress through
the steps. So! To begin, you’ll
want to make a chain from 4 of
your squares, sewing one side to
another until you have a line of
4 squares. As I said, sew them
together along the edge from
circle to circle and no further.
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Our goal from here is to
make a lower-case t shape
with the squares. Sew
another square to the side
of the second square down.
Again, starting and stopping
at the circle marks. With any
luck you should start and stop
where the seams are from your
previous step.
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Repeat step 2 with the
other side of the same
square and another
new square. This should
complete the t shape that
we’re going for as illustrated in
the pattern guideline.

To start forming the cube,
we’re going to fold up the
squares surrounding the
middle square to create the
sides of the cube. It should
look like this under the machine,
and you’ll see what it looks like
when you finish next:
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This is what it should look
like when all the sides are
folded up. As you can see,
the two edges that meet
up should be sewn together all
the way around the cube. That
just leaves the top to be sewn!
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Fold the top flap down
and match up all the raw
edges. We’ll be sewing
around this edge, pivoting at
the corners where the seams
are. Be sure that when you sew
along one of the 3 sides, you
leave about a 1½” opening so you
can turn the cube right side out
later.
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Once the cube is all sewn
up, you’ll want to clip the
excess seam allowance at
each corner and turn the
whole thing right side out.
Poke the corners with a chopstick or something similar to get
the corners looking crisp. Then
stuff the little cube with batting
– once again, really focusing on
getting the corners stuffed nice
and firm.

Now you can tuck under
the seam allowances in
the opening you left. From
that opening, hand sew it
closed with a ladder stitch.
That completes 1 cube! Now you
just need to go back and repeat
steps 1-8 three more times to
create 4 completed cubes.
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To finish your Tetris block,
it’s just a matter of
arranging your cubes in the
desired shape, then sewing
them together along the edges
with a ladder stitch. The illustrations in the pattern will help
you make sure your placement
is right and remind you where to
stitch. And that completes your
block!
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SIDES

Cut 24 for each cushion
¼” seam allowance

Sewing guideline
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For traditional plushies: Cut twenty-four 4.5” x 4.5” squares
For pillows: Cut twenty-four 10” x 10” squares

line block

T-block

L-block

square block

S-block

