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pleated patch purse
sewing tutorial

pleated patch 
purse

difficulty:

before you begin:

makes:

materials & tools
•	 Matching	sewing	thread
•	 Basic	sewing	tools	(sewing	machine,	

scissors,	iron,	needles,	pins,	fabric	
marker,	seam	ripper)	

•	 ½	yd.	of	medium	to	heavyweight	
fabric	for	main	fabric	(canvas	or	twill	
would	be	perfect	–	I	used	interfaced	
linen)

•	 ¼	yd.	of	medium	to	heavyweight	
fabric	for	contrast	top	and	corner	
patches	(canvas	or	twill	would	be	
perfect	–	I	used	faux	suede)

•	 ½	yd.	of	lightweight	fabric	for	lining	(I	
used	quilting	cotton)

one purse that is 10” wide, 8” tall, 
and about 3” deep

While the techniques are basic (pleats, straps, lining, etc.) 
there are a lot of them, so take it one step at a time if 
you’re green.

This purse features a contrast top band, contrast corner patches, pleats, 
and shaped handles. It’s a simple pattern, but has a lot of extra details 
that make it unique.

4. Mark the fabric pieces with the guide-
lines from the pattern

1. Print out the project pattern, pages 
9-14

2. Assemble the printed pattern pieces
3. Lay out the pattern pieces on your 

fabric and cut them out
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First we’re preparing the 
corner patches for the 
purse. Start by grabbing 

one of your corner patch 
pieces from your contrast 

fabric and the lining fabric. 
Line up their raw edges and 
sew them together along the 
curved edge. Leave the straight 
and notched edges free, as 
those don’t need to be sewn. 
When you finish, trim the seam 
allowances then turn the piece 
right side out and press it nice 
and flat. Repeat this with the 
remaining corner pieces until you 
have 4 completed corners.

Now to attach the corners 
to your purse. Simply line 
up the notched edges of 

your corner pieces with that 
of the front side of your purse. 

The right sides should both be 
facing up. Pin the corner piece in 
place, then edge stitch around 
the curved edge, so now the 
corner is permanently affixed. 
Repeat the same thing with 
your other corner pieces and the 
remaining corners of your bag for 
both the front and back side.
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Up next are the pleats 
at the top of the purse. 
The pleats are created by 
folding one marked area of 
your purse towards another 
– this is indicated in the pattern 
guidelines. I chose to keep the 
pleats in place by matching up 
the lines, then sewing them in 
place about 1” or so from the top 
edge. When you finish, be sure 
to iron the tops of the folds to 
complete the pleated look.

With the pleats completed, 
you can now add the top 
section of your purse. Line 
up the bottom edge of your 
purse top piece with the top 
edge of your purse bottom. You’ll 
know that you have it right when 
the single notch marks match 
up properly. When everything is 
all lined up, sew the two edges 
together to create the top 
contrast section for your purse. 
The front and back of your purse 
are now practically complete!
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With the front and back 
of your purse looking good, 
you can now sew up the 

sides and bottom. Line 
your front and back pieces up, 

matching up the raw edges with 
right sides together. Sew down 
the side and bottom edges of 
the purse, leaving the top edge 
free and also skipping over the 
corners, as we’ll be sewing those 
next.

To create the corners, fold 
your bag diagonally so the 
side seams and bottom 

seams match up at the 
corner openings. When you do 

so, the raw edges should line up 
nicely. Sew along this raw edge 
to create some depth for your 
bag.

This is where you’ll want to go 
back and repeat steps 3-6 with 
your lining pieces. Except during 
step 5 remember to leave an 
opening in the bottom seam of 
your lining as the pattern indi-
cates for turning the purse right 
side out later.
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With your outer purse and 
lining all complete, you can 
now sew them together 
along the top edge. Nestle 
the outer bag into the lining 
with right sides together, then 
match up the raw edges along 
the top. Sew all the way around 
the perimeter of this edge. Turn 
your purse right side out through 
the opening in the lining, then 
press the top seam of your purse 
so it’s nice and crisp.

To keep the top edge 
looking crisp, sew an edge 
stitch around the perim-
eter of the top edge of the 
bag.
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This is where you’ll want 
to go back and sew the 
opening in your lining 

closed. You can do so with 
a hand-sewn ladder stitch, or a 

quick machine edge stitch as I’ve 
done here.

With your main purse 
complete, you can now 
move onto the straps! 

Start by sewing your strap 
pieces together with right 

sides facing. Be sure to leave the 
large opening in one side as the 
pattern indicates for turning the 
strap right side out. When you 
finish, trim the seam allowances, 
then turn the strap right side 
out with a chopstick or similar 
turning tool, being sure to get 
the points nice and crisp. Turn 
under the seam allowances in the 
opening, then iron the strap flat. 
Repeat this with your last 2 strap 
pieces to create 2 completed 
straps.
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To keep your straps looking 
nice and crisp, you’ll want 
to edge stitch around 
the perimeter of your 
strap. This will also close up 
the opening you left before for 
turning the strap right side out. 
Your straps are now complete! All 
that’s left is to attach them to 
the purse.

To attach your straps 
to the purse, simply line 
up the end of one strap 
along the pattern guidelines 
indicated for the top of your 
purse. Sew around the perimeter 
of the small overlapping area. 
Sew the other end of the strap 
to the other pattern guideline on 
the same side of the purse. Then 
repeat this all over again with 
your second strap and the other 
side of your purse. Now go show 
this off someplace fancy because 
YOU’RE DONE!
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corner patch placement
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PURSE BOTTOM
Cut 2 from main fabric
Cut 2 from lining fabric
5/8” seam allowance

Pleated Patch Purse
P A T T E R N
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HANDLES
Cut 4 from main fabric
5/8” seam allowanceopening for turning

pleat pleat

corner patch placement
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PURSE BOTTOM
Cut 2 from main fabric
Cut 2 from lining fabric
5/8” seam allowance

HANDLES
Cut 4 from main fabric
5/8” seam allowance

pleat

corner patch placement
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CORNER PATCHES
Cut 4 from main fabric
Cut 4 from lining fabric
5/8” seam allowance
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opening for turning (lining only)

strap 
placement

A1 A2

A3 A4
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PURSE TOP
Cut 2 from main fabric
Cut 2 from lining fabric
5/8” seam allowance

strap 
placement

A1 A2

A3 A4

C1 C2

C3 C4

B1
B2

B3
B4

B5
B6

Pg. 1/6 Pg. 2/6 Pg. 3/6

Pg. 4/6 Pg. 5/6 Pg. 6/6


