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gunkan sushi
bucket bag

This bag was designed to look like a big plump gunkan sushi, that is
the style of sushi that has a mound of rice topped with toppings then
wrapped with nori seaweed around the sides. The contents of your bag
will mimic the look of a filled sushi!

difficulty :

makes :

The construction is pretty straightforward, though there
are some curves. The zipper is sewn from a reinforced
hole, which is a bit of a complicated method.

materials

&

one 14” x 18” x 10” bag

tools

• ½ yd. of dark green or black
medium weight fabric for outer bag
(denim or twill is good here – I used
canvas)
• 1/3 yd. of white medium weight
fabric for bottom (denim or twill is
good here – I used canvas)
• ¾ yd. of lightweight fabric for lining
(I used white cotton here, to look
like rice ^-^)
• 12” long zipper (at least)
• 12” x 6” scrap of light or medium
weight interfacing
• White, black, & pink fabric paint OR
• 7” x 4” scrap of white cotton,
felt, or flannel appliqué fabric

• 3” x 3” scrap of pink cotton, felt,
or flannel appliqué fabric
• 3” x 3” scrap of black cotton, felt,
or flannel appliqué fabric
• 10” x 10” scrap of light or heavy
duty fusible web
• Matching sewing thread
• Basic sewing tools (sewing machine,
scissors, iron, needles, pins, fabric
marker, seam ripper)

before you begin :
1. Print out the project pattern, pages
9-16
2. Assemble the printed pattern pieces
3. Lay out the pattern pieces on your
fabric and cut them out
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4. Mark the fabric pieces with the guidelines from the pattern
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1

First you’ll need to apply
the sushi face to the front
of the bag. You can do this
many ways – either you can
use the pattern as a freezer
paper template and paint the
face on, you can iron it on with
heavy duty fusible web, or sew
it on with a straight or zigzag
stitch and light duty fusible web.
I used a satin stitch here.

2

Apply a strip of fusible web
on the back of the outer
bag front piece, behind
where the marking for your
zipper is. Cut the lines in the
middle of the square to make
the opening for your zipper.
Fold back the flaps you’ve cut
towards the wrong side of your
fabric and iron it strongly to
hold the flaps back. Repeat this
process with one of your lining
pieces.
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3

So to install the zipper I
tried something different. I
layered the zipper between
the outer bag and lining so
the outside looks as finished
as the front. It’s a little tricky,
so you can install the zipper in
a more traditional way if you
prefer :) I tried it this way just
to see how it would turn out.
Either way, I used fusible web
along the zipper tape to hold all
the layers in place. Make sure the
zipper slider is moved towards
the middle of the opening when
you’re ready to sew it in.

When all the layers are
held together, sew along
the perimeter of the
opening to anchor the
zipper in place.
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5

Layer another lining piece
beneath your front section
with right sides together.
Baste all the layers together
and this creates your large
front pocket ^-^

6

Layer your outer bag back
piece over the front piece
with right sides together.
Sew the left and right sides,
leaving the top and bottom
open for turning it right side out.
Press the seams open.
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7

Start to run the bottom
edge of your bag around
the perimeter of your
white bag bottom piece. You
might want to clip the seam
allowances along the bottom
edge of your bag so they line
up easier along the curves. You’ll
see the notches match up and
your side seams should match
up with the squares on the bag
bottom. Sew around the entire
perimeter and you’ll end up with
something like this. Repeat steps
6 & 7 with your other square
lining pieces and the circular lining
bottom piece, but be sure to
leave an opening in the side as
the pattern indicates for turning
the bag right side out later.
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Next we’re making the
straps :) Start by folding
under the long edges of
the strap piece by 5/8”. Iron
the folds in place. Then fold
the entire strap in half and iron it
in place.
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10

Complete the strap by
edge stitching down the
open side of the folded
strap.

Baste the straps in place
by sewing them to the bag
front and back where the
guidelines of the pattern
indicate. Make sure the straps
don’t get twisted when you sew
them in place.
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Nestle the lining into the
main bag with right sides
together. Line up the
upper raw edge and sew
around the entire perimeter.
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12

Turn the bag right side out
from the opening in the
lining and sew it closed
either with your machine or
a hand sewn ladder stitch. Iron
the top seam that you have just
sewn from step 11, then topstitch
about 3/8” away from that seam
to keep your lining from peeking
out. Now try on your bag,
because YOU’RE DONE!
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Pg. 1/8

A1 A2

B1 B2
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Pg. 2/8

zipper opening

strap placement

A1 A2

A3 A4

B3 B4

/8

Pg. 3/8

FACE PATTERN
Cut 1 of white

A5 A6

A3 A4

B5 B6

Pg. 4/8
/8

A5 A6

Gunkan Sushi Bag

Cut 2 of pink
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BLUSH PATTERN
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STRAP

Cut 2 of black

Cut 2 from outer fabric
5/8” seam allowance

EYE PATTERN

B7 B8

opening for turning (lining only)

B1 B2

face applique placement

C1 C2
Pg. 5/8

B3 B4

strap placement

C3 C4

Gunkan Sushi Bag
P A T T E R N
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FRONT & BACK
Cut 2 from outer fabric
Cut 4 from lining fabric
5/8” seam allowance

C1 C2

Pg. 6/8
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B5 B6

C5 C6

Gunkan Sushi Bag
P A T T E R N
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BOTTOM

Cut 1 from outer fabric
Cut 1 from lining fabric
5/8” seam allowance

C3 C4

Pg. 7/8
/8

C5 C6

B7 B8
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Pg. 8/8

